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Legal Notice — Through E-mail

To,

1. Chief Secretary, Government of Punjab, Punjab Civil
Secretariat, Chandigarh.

2. Administrative Secretary, Department of Higher Education
and Languages, Punjab.

3. Director, Language Department Punjab Bhasha Bhawan,
Sheran Wala  Gate, Patiala. E-mail address:

dir.lang@punjab.gov.in , Phone no: 0175-2214469.

4. Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab  State
Information Commission, Red Cross Building, Sector 16,

Chandigarh.

Subject: Notice regarding non-usage of Punjabi Language

in official work in Punjab State Information Commission

as mandated by Punjab Official Language Act,1967 and

its amendments.




Respected Sir/ Madam,

Under the instructions of our client, Sh. Mitter Sain Goyal
S/o Sh. Sehaj Ram Gupta R/o #610, I Block, GNI Public
School, Bhai Randhir Singh Nagar, Rajguru Nagar,
Ludhiana, Administrator of Punjabi Bhasha Pasar Bhaichara
and we ourselves hereby serve you with the following legal

notice:

1. That our client and we ourselves are dedicated to the
revitalization of the Punjabi language, with a focus on
ensuring its recognition and use in official capacities
across government institutions. Through the publication
of various educational and awareness-raising books, we
are actively advocating for the implementation of the
Punjab State Official Language Act, 1967, which mandates
the use of Punjabi in all official work and interactions with
the public by government bodies. By disseminating this
knowledge, we seek to hold all governmental authorities
accountable for complying with the provisions of the Act,
which enshrines the legal obligation for the exclusive use
of Punjabi in governmental proceedings and official
documentation. This initiative aims to foster linguistic
inclusivity and uphold the constitutional rights of citizens
of Punjab to communicate in their native language with

public institutions.


hp
Highlight

hp
Highlight


2. That it is important to bring into your kind notice
that on dated 14.03.2022 we served Chief Information
Commissioner of Punjab State Information Commission with
a representation letter in order to comply with the provisions
of the Punjab State Official Language Act, 1967 and the
orders issued by Government of Punjab dated 05.09.2018
and 01.02.2019 as per which all the official work of Punjab
State Information Commission is to be done in Punjabi
Language and the data on the official website to be made
available in Punjabi Language as well. A copy of the
representation dated 14.03.2022 is attached with this

instant notice as Annexure D-1 and orders issued by

government of Punjab dated 05.09.2018 and 01.02.2019 are

attached as Annexure D-2 and Annexure D-3 respectively.

3. That it is further submitted that we served another
representation letter dated 09.05.2022 to Chief Information
Commissioner, Punjab State Information Commission in
order to comply with the provisions of Punjab State Official
Language Act, 1967 and with a request to get the official work
in Punjab State Information Commission done only in
Punjabi Language for convenience of the general public of
Punjab, so that the general public of the state can enjoy the
laws laid down in Right to Information Act, 2005 and exercise
their Fundamental Right. A copy of the representation dated

09.05.2022 is attached as Annexure D-4.




4. That the Punjab State Information Commission
actively took action on the above-said representations and
orders issued by Government of Punjab and Deputy
Controller, Punjab State Information Commission sent a
letter dated 27.05.2022 to Director, Language Department,
State of Punjab stating that a lot of orders are passed on daily
basis by the commission on the appeals and complaints filed
by the general public of Punjab under the Right to
Information Act, 2005 and the Punjab State Information
Commission stated that they earlier on dated 10.06.2020
requested the Director, Language Department to send a team
to inspect the work of the commission and give suggestions
regarding the same but the Director, Language Department
had shown his inability to do so. In Letter dated 27.05.2022
Punjab State Information Commission again requested
Director, Language Department for sending a team to inspect
the work of the commission and give suggestions regarding
the same as the commaission passes a number of orders daily
and does not have competent staff for translating such large
number of orders on daily basis. A copy of letter dated

27.05.2022 is attached herewith as Annexure D-5.

5. That it is respectfully submitted further that we again
sent another representation to Chief Information
Commissioner, Punjab State Information Commission on
dated 08.06.2022 in reference to the commission’s letter

dated 27.05.2022 and gave suggestions to the commission



on all the aspects which were highlighted by the commission
as complications being faced by them while complying with
the provisions of Punjab State Official Language Act, 1967
and its amendments. A copy of the representation dated

08.06.2022 is attached herewith as Annexure D-6.

6. That it is further submitted that the Punjab State
Information Commission are passing orders in English
Language in all the appeals and complaints filed by the
information seekers under the Right to Information Act,2005
which is in violation of Section 3(b) of the Punjab Official
Language (Amendment) Act, 2008. According to the which,
all office work in the state of Punjab should be done in
Punjabi language only. Punjab State Information
Commission is not only violating the legal provisions but also
not fulfilling their responsibilities towards the mother tongue.
As a result, Punjabi language is being completely ignored in

the offices of Punjab State Information Commission.

Therefore, while sending this legal notice, we request you

that:-

i. Notices sent by Punjab State Information Commission
to the parties shall be sent in Punjabi Language.

ii. All orders passed by Punjab State Information
Commission in the appeals and complaints filed under
Right to Information Act, 2005 shall be either dictated

or translated in Punjabi Language.



iii. Daily Cause List of each Bench of State Information
Commissioners in state of Punjab shall be prepared and

uploaded in Punjabi Language as well.

We call upon the concerned officials to take treat this matter
with the urgency it deserves and take the necessary steps to
address this situation and if action is not taken on the
abovementioned demands immediately and you kept ignoring
this serious issue, in that event we would be left with no other
alternative then to file a petition before the Hon’ble Punjab
and Haryana High Court against you for redressal of the
aforesaid grievance in public interest for which I am fully

authorized by our client as well.

A copy of this notice has been retained by us in our office for

further necessary action, if required.
Please do bother to email the receipt of this legal notice.

Thanking You,
Yours Well Wisher,

Nikhil Thamman
ADVOCATE ADVOCATE
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