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REPORTING OF ONE DAY VISHAV PUNJABI CONFERENCE

JUNE 10TH, 2018
VENUE: CRYSTALBANQUETHALL,SURREY, BC

ORGANIZERS:
CANADIAN SIKH STUDIESAND TEACHING SOCIETY AND
FEDERATION OF SIKH SOCIETIES OF CANADA.

The world Punjabi conference started at 10am sharp. Dr. Kamaljit Kaur Kambo stage secretary
welcomed the gathering of about 500 guests from Vancouver, Toronto, U.K. India and U.S.A. The
message of the first two speakers was presented through video. Dr. Asma Kadri said that language of the
ruling class is different from that of the masses. She also views that if Punjabi language is to survive it
must be brought into the fold of everyday living and usage. Thereby meaning that a language cannot be
separated from the culture and people it originally belongs to.

Professor Gurwant Singh maintained that Punjab is the land where the first human being started
to dwell giving reference of Sh. Sunil Chatterjee, he said that Punjabi Boli predate Harrappan
civilization. He observed that it was the language of “Pindu Sabhyachar” prior to the Harrappan era. For
survival and promotion of Punjabi language he put forward certain positions;

Development of a solid model of Punjabi language learning;
Inclusion of use of Indian text of Punjabi for appearing in ILETS;
Use of Punjabi language on social media i.e. Chatting/Conveying message etc.

Dr. Gurwinder Singh Dhalliwal raised the point from ground level. He said that if Punjabi is to
service in fourth generation diaspora, it can only be through Punjabi speaking mothers. He regretted the
fact that although Punjabi is being taught in schools in Canada as an optional subject there are few takers!
He gave a call that Punjabi must have on their visitor card, printed in Punjabi along with English. He
further said that a collective effort should be made to raise a Punjabi to the status of one of the languages
of Canada, officially.

Sardar Mahinder Singh Sekhon, who works personally on grass route level amongst college
students, cultural gatherings, bus stops, railway stations, parks and other public places, gave the slogan
“Language belongs to Region and not to Religion”. He observed that Punjabi language is a binding force
in all the three Punjabs ... in India, in Pakistan and in Canada. He felt disillusioned that Punjabi language
was removed from the new Adhar Card. He suggested that teaching learning of Punjabi should be made
compulsory till class tenth in all the public and private schools in Punjab India. Citing the example of
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Bengal, India he said that all government offices in Punjab must have forms and stationery in Punjabi
along with in all the government department for the benefit of the people.

Sh. Mittar Sain Meet, Lawyer from Ludhiana dealt with the topic from the legal as well
employment angle. He brought to light the fact that it was on first January 1967 the law was passed to
make Punjabi the “Raj Bhasha” of Punjab but till date it not seen the light of the day on Punjab Gazette”.
He regretted that Punjabis living in Canada are more concerned about the status of their mother tongue
and use more Punjabi than those living in Punjab in India. He quoted the example of Tamil Nado where all
law was got translated into Tamil language in a short period of nine years. Moreover, in Tamil Nado there
is no hindrance in the use of their mother tongue till the high court level. Whereas in Punjab the copies
ofcourt judgement are provided in English language making it difficult for common people to
understand.

Relating the issue of Punjabi to employment, he suggested that a large number of Punjabi youths
can be pooled into the fold of employment if they are assigned with the task of translating the laws into
Punjabi language. He further said that in 2008 survey 97.09% population of Punjab gave in writing that
their mother tongue is Punjabi thereby proving that language belongs to a region.

Dr. Parmjit Singh Sidhu dealt with the topic from linguistic point of view. He maintained that the
famous “sur parnali” is found only in Punjabi as compared to other Indian languages. He also told that in
bygone eras, the Takari Lipi was used in Himachal also matched at some points with Punjabi. He
commented that the first generation of immigrants from Punjab learnt English from their employment
and environment, the second generation learnt Punjabi from home environment and the third generation
is using Punjabi neither in home environment nor outside! He suggested setting of Play-Way schools for
Punjabi learning for the fourth and fifth generation children.

Sardar Harinder Singh the last speaker at the conference spoke from the view point of Punjabi
youth of today. He advocated the use and application of modern language learning technique to teach
Punjabi to the younger generation. He stressed upon the need to start teaching Punjabi language with help
of literature produced by sages and the saints of Punjab. He further emphasized that with new invention
new phraseology gets added to language hence there is a dire need for university to take up the cause of
Punjabi in a big way. He took pride in the fact that Punjabi is being spoken for the large eight hundred
years, and that there are at least fifteen dialects of Punjabi and also that Punjabi is the tenth largest spoken
language in the world.

With a note of thanks to the supporters, promoters and the audience by Sardar Mota Singh Jheeta,
the 18th Vishav Punjabi Conference concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Contact: 604-765-3063.
Emal: shabnamarya08@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL PUNJABI CONFERENCE
Unit #108 — 1083 East Kent Avenue, Vancouver, BC Canada V5X 4V9 q L
Tel: (604) 307-3800 E-mail: cssts25@yahoo.com
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List of Donors

NAME Amount Amrik Singh Nijjer $20.00
A-1 Doors Moulding Ltd $500.00 Amrik Singh Sihota $50.00
Akali Singh Sikh Society $4,100.00 Avtar Guru & Parmjit Guru $1,000.00
Alpha Mortagage House Corp $1,000.00 Avtar Singh Chohan $20.00
AMC $1,000.00 Bahader Singh Sandhu $20.00
Basant Motors $500.00 Baldeesh Singh Khaira $550.0
Bestway Carpets Ltd. $250.00 Baldev Singh Jawanda $20.00
Bhai Kahan Singh Foundation $500.00 Baldev Singh Rakhra $1,200.00
Canada wide Immigration Serv $150.00 Baldev Singh Sandhu $300.00
Candian Ramgarhia Society $1,000.00 Baldev Singh Hundal $100.00
Coventry Development Ltd $254.00 Balwinder Singh Jagdeo $50.00
CPS Enterprises Std. $500.00 Bawa Singh Hoonjan $50.00
Crystal Carine TS Inc $500.00 Bhalwinder SinghWarakh $100.00
Eminence Development & Const. | $1,000.00 Bharpur Singh Gill $250.00
Fiber Tech Distributers $1,000.00 Bhupinder Singh Ghtaura $500.00
G.N.S.R. Centre $1,500.00 Bhupinder Singh Grewal $200.00
Gurdwara Dashmesh Cul Centre $1,500.00 Chanandeep Kaur $50.00
Gurdwara Sahib Dasmesh Darbar | $500.00 Charanjit SinghBal $20.00
Gurudwara Dukhnivaran $1,000.00 Charanjit SinghRandhawa $1,520.00
H & R Mechanical Ltd $500.00 Daljeet Singh Sandhu $200.00
Hans Demolation &EExca Ltd $500.00 Daljit Singh $20.00
K.S. Garcha Coventry Dev. Ltd $2,500.00 Davinder Singh Ghataura $1,000.00
Khalda Diwan Society New West | $500.00 Deep Singh Sangra $20.00
Khalsa Credit Union $1,500.00 Devinder Setia $100.00
Khalsa Darbar Society $500.00 Gagandeep Singh Matharu $2,500.00
Khalsa Diwan Society $50.00 Galvinder Singh Gill $20.00
Khalsa Diwan Socicty $50.00 Garanderpal Singh Johal $250.0
King George Station $500.0 Gurdarshan Singh $20.00
Kuldip & J Singh Enterprises Ltd | $500.00 Gurdeep Singh Sandhar $50.00
National Drywall Ltd $1,000.00 Gurder Singh Kadola $100.00
P. S. Randhawa Investment Ltd. $500.00 Gurdev S‘ingh $100.00
Panorama West Homes Ltd $500.00 Gurdev Singh Kadola $500.00
Rahul Glass Ltd $500.00 Gurinder Singh Dhillon $100.00
Sangra Enterprises $151.00 Gurind.er Singh Dhililon $50.000
Sti Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwawra | $500.00 Gurmail Singh Bening $5.00

Gurmit Singh Hundal $20.00
Amar Pal Singh $50.00 Gurnam Singh Gill $20.00
gt Singh Sehmbi $10.00 Gurnam Singh Sanghera $401.00
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H. S.Pandher $50.00 Manjit Singh Grewal $50.00
Hanjit Singh Ranuta $100.00 Manohar Singh Atwal $20.00
Harbans Singh Rai $625.00 Manohar Singh Bhatti $50.00
Harbhajan Singh Grewal $20.00 Manwinder Singh Johal $250.00
Harbinder Singh Parmar $150.00 Mohinder Kaur Sandhu $160.00
Hardev Singh Dhami $50.00 Mohinder Singh Dhillon $50.00
Harjinder Singh Athwal $500.00 Mohinder Singh Jawanda $500.00
Harjit Singh Ranauta $150.00 Mota singh Jheeta $520.00
Harpreet Singh Kailay $500.00 N. K. Pandher $50.00
Harpritam Singh Bhanwer $500.00 Pargat Singh Bhurji $200.00
Inderbir Singh Hundal $350.00 Parmjit Singh Randhawa $500.00
Inderpreet Kaur Gandham $100.00 Pritam Singh Aulakh $200.00
Jagdeep Singh Gill $25.00 Puran Singh Gill $400.00
Jagdish Singh Chib $20.00 Rajinder Kaur Khaira $600.00
Jagtar Singh Kandola $20.00 Rajinder Kaur Ghoman $50.00
Janbir Singh Gandham $600.00 Rajwant Singh Chilawa $20.00
Jasjit Singh Gandham $100.00 Rampaul Singh $20.00
Jaskiran Kaur Sajan $225.00 Ravinder Singh Dhak $50.00
Jaswinder Singh Sehekhon $100.00 Rishminder Singh Hundal $100.00
Jaswinder Singh Shekhon $600.00 Roop Padda / Kelly Padda $150.00
Jatinder Jaw Minhas $200.00 Satnam and Raghbir Johal $600.00
Jatinder Singh Bhogal $100.00 Satwinder Singh Kochar $200.00
Jatinder Singh Dhillon $100.00 Shamsher Singh Kang $50.00
Joginder Singh Dhillon $400.00 Shiv Singh Rai $150.00
Kamaljit Singh $50.00 Sukhdev Singh Gohalwar $20.00
Kesar Singh Athwal $565.00 Sukhraj Kaur Moore $100.00
Kirandeep Kaur Kainth $100.00 Sukhvinder Singh Hundal $150.00
Kirpal Singh Garcha $500.00 Sukhvir Singh Mann $20.00
Kuldip Singh $200.00 Sukhwinder Singh / Rajinder K Ghoman $50.00
Kultar Singh $20.00 Surinder Singh Gill $20.00
Kulwant Singh $100.00 Surinder Singh Sangha $50.00
Kulwant Singh Johal $125.00 Surirdjil Singh Hundal $500.00
Kulwarn SinghVirk $20.00 Surjeet Singh Bath $100.00
Kulwinder Singh Heer $50.00 Surjit Singh Pandher $120.00
Major Singh Thind $10.00 Tarlochan S and Gurmeet kaurDhillon ~ $1,000.00
Malkeet Singh Saran $2,500.00 Tarlochan Singh Sajjan $300.00
Malkiat Singh Jaswal $80.00 Tarlock Singh Pandher $15.00
Manjit Aulakh $5,000.00 Tersam Singh Deol $150.00
Manjit Kaur Kang $200.00 Wazir Singh Kahlon $100.00
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